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SUBJ: GUSTAVO RUALES: NEW UNDERSECRETARY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS 

1 . AMBASSADOR GUSTAVO RUALES VIEL, A CAREER DIPLOMAT, WAS 
APPOINTED UNDERSECRETARY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS JUNE 13. HE 
REPLACES JOSE AYALA LASSO WHO WAS NAMED FOREIGN MINISTER. 

RUALES HAD BEEN SERVING SINCE 1975 AS DIRECTOR GENERAL OF 
POLITICAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY (#2 
POSITION IN MINISTRY) WHEN HIS APPOINTMENT WAS ANNOUNCED. 

THOUGH CONSIDERED A COMPETENT DIPLOMAT, RUALES' FOREIGN SERVICE 
EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN LIMITED TO LATIN AMERICA WITH THE EXCEPTION 
OF A TWO-YEAR TOUR IN 1968 IN ITALY. HE HAS SERVED A TOTAL OF 
FIFTEEN YEARS IN SUCH POSTS AS MEXICO, CUBA, CHILE, COLOMBIA, 

PARAGUAY, AND ARGENTINA. HIS MOST RECENT CONTACT WITH THE 
UNITED STATES WAS AS A MEMBER OF THE ECUADOREAN DELEGATION TO 
THE 3 1ST UNGA IN JUNE 1976. IN ADDITION TO HIS FOREIGN POSTS, 

RUALES HAS HAD ASSIGNMENTS IN THE MINISTRY, SERVING AS DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF THE FOREIGN SERVICE (1974). IN 1968 HE SERVED 

AS DIRECTOR OF THE ECUADOREAN TOURISM CORPORATION. 

2. RUALES IS CONSIDERED BY THE EMBASSY AND HIS COLLEAGUES 
TO BE VERY CAPABLE. HE HAS ALWAYS BEEN QUIETLY FRIENDLY AND 
RECEPTIVE TO EMBOFFS, EVEN WHEN HE CANNOT BE PARTICULARLY 
HELPFUL. AS DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLITICAL AND CULTURAL 
AFFAIRS, RUALES HAS APPEARED SOMEWHAT LESS SUSPICIOUS OF US 
MOTIVES THAN MANY OF HIS COLLEAGUES, AND MORE OPEN-MINDED 
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ABOUT SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS. HAVING SPENT THE OVERWHELMING 
PART OF HIS CAREER IN LATIN AMERICA, RUALES CAN BE NAIVE 
CONCERNING INTERNATIONAL POLITICS. RUALES ENJOYS A GOOD 
RELATIONSHIP WITH AYALA BUT GIVEN AYALA S EXPERIENCE AND 
PERSONALITY, IT MAY BE DIFFICULT FOR RUALES TO ASSERT HIMSELF 
AS AN INDEPENDENT INFLUENCE. 
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3. RUALES WAS BORN IN QUITO IN AUGUST 1931. HE ATTENDED 
CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY IN QUITO AND OBTAINED AN UNDERGRADUATE 
DEGREE IN POLITICAL SCIENCE. HE IS A WIDOWER WITH 
FOUR CHILDREN. ALTHOUGH HE IS A GOOD COMPANION WITH A QUIET, 

BUT INCISIVE SENSE OF HUMOR. HE IS RATHER SHY AND RETIRING 
SOCIALLY. HIS ENGLISH IS LIMITED. 
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